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WSET Announces Record-Breaking Growth 

Wine Story Academy, an Approved Programme Provider of Wine & Spirit Education Trust 
(WSET), is pleased to announce that WSET continues to grow globally in both number of 
students and worldwide recognition. WSET is the largest global provider of qualifications in the 
field of wines and spirits, and their qualifications are recognized and respected worldwide. 

The number of candidates who sought a WSET qualification and sat for an exam increased more 
than 16 percent, totaling 56,215 for the academic year of 2013 to 2014. Ian Harris, WSET chief 
executive says “WSET continues to go from strength to strength, and a figure in excess of 
56,000 students clearly makes WSET the biggest organization of its kind in the world.” 

“The WSET has very rigorous quality standards, and every one of its 600+ centers around the 
world (“Approved Programme Providers”) is monitored to ensure that their educational 
delivery is of the highest possible quality, and that the examinations are administered to the 
exacting standards we require” -WSET Chief Executive Ian Harris 

WSET is the largest global provider of qualifications in the field of wines and spirits, and their 
qualifications are recognized and respected worldwide. WSET courses are available through 
Wine Story Academy, an Approved Program Provider for WSET in Manila. They offer the Level 1 
Award in Wines, Level 1 Award in Wine Service, Level 2 Award in Wines and Spirits, and Level 3 
Award in Wines and Spirits. Classes are held at Wine Story Shangri-La. Please visit 
www.winestory.com.ph or contact Carla Santos at Cpsantos@winestory.com.ph to learn more. 
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Wine Story and Planet Grapes Staff Graduate to Become WSET Certified 

MANILA, Philippines – The Wine Story and Planet Grapes staff held a graduation ceremony on 
August 21, 2014 for successfully achieving the Wine and Spirits Education Trust certification in Level 
1 Award in Wines and Level 2 Award in Wines and Spirits. The graduates continue the company 
tradition of having a 100 percent pass rate among Wine Story and Planet Grapes employees 
certified through Wine Story Academy, setting them apart from local retailers with their dedication 
to bringing the best wine knowledge and passion into their craft. 

The ceremony took place in the Wine Story Imperial Room in Shangri-La Mall along EDSA, where 
students were presented with WSET Certificates and WSET Lapel Pins to honor their achievement. 
The Level 1 Award in Wines in an entry-level course that ensures all graduates understand the 
principles of wine tasting, wine and food pairing, and health, safety and legal issues. The Level 2 
Award in Wines and Spirits, which holds a larger scope and requires higher expertise, covers wine 
storage, different winemaking styles, the basics of wine service and the classifications and 
characteristics of wine. 

Attaining this level of training for the majority of frontline staff is unique in the Philippine wine 
industry, and shows the devotion that Wine Story and Planet Grapes has to enhancing customer 
experience by investing in the education of staff and elevation of caliber of service. Ultimately, the 
high level of employee credibility that comes with graduating from WSET Level 1 and 2 is one of the 
many ways Wine Story and Planet Grapes works towards raising the bar for wine enjoyment and 
passion in the Philippines. This investment in their wine stewards underscores the reason Wine 
Story and Planet Grapes exists, which is to enrich the wine market, culture and industry in the 
Philippines. 

Graduates include Wine Story and Planet Grapes staff and managers, who toasted with Pol Roger 
Champagne to celebrate. These devoted individuals now go into work with a new sense of 
accomplishment, equipped with knowledge and accolades to better serve Wine Story and Planet 
Grapes customers, paving the way for an elevated Philippine wine culture with the volume of 
certified staff. 

WSET is the largest global provider of qualifications in the field of wines and spirits, and their 
qualifications are recognized and respected worldwide. WSET courses are available through Wine 
Story Academy, an Approved Program Provider for WSET in Manila. They offer the Level 1 Award in 
Wines, Level 1 Award in Wine Service, Level 2 Award in Wines and Spirits, and Level 3 Award in 
Wines and Spirits. Classes are held at Wine Story Shangri-La Mall. Please visit 
www.winestory.com.ph or contact Carla Santos at Cpsantos@winestory.com.ph to learn more. 
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Wine Story Academy Expands WSET Course Offerings 
 
MANILA, Philippines – Wine Story Academy is pleased to offer the Wine & Spirits Education 
Trust (WSET) Level 3 Award in Wines and Spirits. This course provides detailed analysis of the 
principal wines and spirits of the world. Students will also benefit from in-depth tastings where 
they will learn to identify product style and quality. 
 
This newly available qualification will be taught by Francesca Martin. Francesca holds the WSET 
Level 4 Diploma and is a WSET Certified Educator, soon to become a Master of Wine. Over the 
past ten years, her career in the drinks industry has spanned three continents and multiple 
disciplines, equipping her with a wealth of information and experience to bring to the 
classroom. Francesca has managed premium quality wine brands from around the world while 
working in companies such as Miguel Torres in Spain, Liberty Wines and Steven Spurrier in the 
U.K. and ASC Fine Wines in Hong Kong. 
 
Francesca is a perfectionist at heart and a creative thinker. Her approach to teaching is highly 
dedicated and laced with as much fun as possible. In addition to being a certified wine expert, 
she also has experience in brand management, public relations and marketing. She is also the 
founder of Bee Drinks Global, a drinks consultancy company based in Hong Kong that 
specializes in education, training, and communicating the unique stories behind quality wine 
brands. 
  
WSET is the largest global provider of qualifications in the field of wines and spirits, and their 
qualifications are recognized and respected worldwide. WSET courses are available through 
Wine Story Academy, an Approved Program Provider for WSET in Manila. They offer the Level 1 
Award in Wines, Level 1 Award in Wine Service, Level 2 Award in Wines and Spirits, and Level 3 
Award in Wines and Spirits. Classes are held at Wine Story Shangri-La Mall. Please visit 
www.winestory.com.ph or contact Carla Santos at Cpsantos@winestory.com.ph to learn more. 
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